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Children Services, Darien Downtown
Development Authority, and the Col-
lege of Coastal Georgia Foundation.

Ms. Russell, I applaud your efforts to
keep the citizens of Georgia’s First
Congressional District in tune with
current events throughout our State
and country.

TRIBUTE TO COOK COUNTY
COMMISSIONER ROBERT STEELE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, on Monday of this week, I was
saddened to know of the passing of
Cook County Commissioner and Presi-
dent Pro Tem Robert Steele, whom I
have known since his childhood days.
As a matter of fact, I lived in the same
neighborhood with the Steele family
from the year that Commissioner Rob-
ert Steele was born.

I count myself as a Steele family
friend and have worked with Bob’s
mother, Bobbie, since the late 1960s.
His father, Robert, was a mentor to my
son Stacey.

I had the pleasure of watching Com-
missioner Steele grow from a child into
becoming an adult and an outstanding
local and national leader.

Commissioner Steele was so much
more than a man with a title. He was
part of the glue which held his commu-
nity together. He was a big brother to
neighborhood boys whom he often took
with him to events and activities. He
was a mentor and an inspiration to
those who came into contact with him.
He was a great advocate for organ do-
nation and transplantation. You see,
he was a recipient from his sister, who
gave him a kidney.

He was an Omega man, a great frat
brother, and he was a leader of the
West Side and countywide Black elect-
ed officials. He meant the world to his
family and brought great pride and joy
to his parents, Robert and former Cook
County Board President Bobbie Steele.

Robert Steele was an absolute leader
who provided leadership and guidance
on a regular basis wherever he went.
He was active in his church, in his
community, in his neighborhood. He
was intelligent, astute, and not afraid.

Of all the people that I have known
who come from the West Side of Chi-
cago as elected officials, none has
brought more to the table than Bob,
except, perhaps, his mother, Bobbie.

Our community will long remember
the work of Cook County Commis-
sioner Bobbie Steele. Perhaps the song-
writer was correct when he said that
““the good die young.” Bob was indeed
young, but he was a leader among lead-
ers and a man among men.

I salute you, Commissioner Robert
Steele, and long may your life, your
work, and your legacy continue.
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REMEMBERING FLOOD OF JUNE 23,
2016

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CARTER of Georgia). The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. JENKINS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, 1 year ago, on June 23, 2016,
we experienced one of the darkest days
in West Virginia’s history.

Floodwaters raced through small
towns without warning, washing away
homes, washing away businesses, and,
yes, washing away lives. Twenty-three
souls were lost, while thousands were
left without shelter and food.

Now as we approach the 1-year anni-
versary of this tragic event, we pause
to remember those we lost and honor
their lives. We reflect on how our com-
munities changed over this past year.
We pledge to continue rebuilding until
our towns and our cities are better
than they were before the rivers rose.

We have seen so many examples of
strength, faith, and hope in this past
year, examples that carry us forward
and inspire us all. More work remains
to be done. We still have churches,
schools, libraries, and other commu-
nity centers that need to be rebuilt, re-
placed, and restocked. Many are still in
temporary and rental housing. The
scars still remain.

But the message that we should
carry forward is the one that carried us
through this terrible event: the knowl-
edge that West Virginians will always
have each other’s backs. We are strong-
er when we stand united than when we
stand alone.

Through everything that lies ahead,
we will stay strong. We will thank
those who put their lives on the line to
help rescue others. We will remember
and honor those whom we lost, and we
will continue to offer our support to
those who are rebuilding their lives.
That is what we do as neighbors. That
is what we do as friends. That is what
we do as West Virginians.

————
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NEW HEALTHCARE BILL IS ONLY
GOOD FOR THE WEALTHY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. AGUILAR) for 5 minutes.

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, earlier
this year, we watched President Donald
Trump and Speaker PAUL RYAN ram
their healthcare bill through the House
of Representatives before it even had a
cost analysis.

It didn’t take long for us to learn
why. It will strip over 20 million Amer-
icans of affordable healthcare. It will
drive up premiums and out-of-pocket
expenses for older Americans by as
much as 25 percent. It will allow insur-
ance companies to discriminate
against pregnant women, children, and
seniors. And this is all so Donald
Trump can give a tax break to his
wealthiest friends.

Mr. Speaker, this healthcare bill will
literally be a death sentence to some
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Americans. House Republicans had
years—let me say that again—had
years to come up with ways to make
healthcare more affordable. But in-
stead, they would rather pull the plug
out from millions of families who put
their healthcare in the hands of the in-
surance companies.

Since the Affordable Care Act was
signed into law, nearly 40,000 of my
constituents have enrolled in Covered
California, and nearly 200,000 in San
Bernardino County, our residents, have
been added to Medi-Cal following the
ACA expansion. TrumpCare will end
Medicaid and leave millions of Ameri-
cans without coverage.

Children will be stripped of their cov-
erage because their parents will fall
into an income bracket that doesn’t
satisfy our President. This legislation
isn’t just bad, it is detestable. Accord-
ing to Donald Trump, it is even mean.
Though, apparently, it doesn’t matter
how mean it is for middle class fami-
lies as long as it gives tax breaks to his
wealthy friends.

And now, Senate Republicans have
taken a page out of the House Repub-
lican playbook and are writing their
healthcare bill in secret. This is not
how we govern. This is not what the
American people expect.

———

SUPPORT CAREER AND
TECHNICAL EDUCATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Alabama (Mrs. ROBY) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
offer my full support for H.R. 2353, the
Strengthening Career and Technical
Education for the 21st Century Act.

For more than 30 years, Federal fund-
ing, known as Perkins funding, has
helped support career and technical
education programs at the State and
local level. This legislation reauthor-
izes that funding and makes needed im-
provements to ensure Perkins dollars
are spent efficiently and effectively.

Mr. Speaker, I am a big believer in
career tech programs for three simple
reasons: They help prepare students for
rewarding careers; they ensure Amer-
ican workers have the tools necessary
for skilled trades that are foundational
to our society; and they boost our
economy by providing a quality work-
force.

When it comes to higher education,
we all know that there has been a si-
lent stigma attached to not completing
an academic degree at a 4-year univer-
sity. For years, we were afraid to say
that college isn’t for everybody, when
the truth is, career tech programs can
actually lead many Americans to bet-
ter quality of life.

Thankfully, I believe those days are
over. Efforts like Mike Rowe’s “Go
Build Alabama’ campaign has been
tremendously successful in raising
awareness and dispelling myths about
the jobs that exist in skilled trades.
This rising generation is showing signs
of being more entrepreneurial, with a
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